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Council Postpones
Local Democracy Week

Councillor Jonathan Lees, Parliamentary Spokesman, talking to
students at University for the Creative Arts. Epso ~ m & Ewell Lib
Dems took a stall at the Freshers’ Fayre held in Se  ptember

A major event for young people due to begin on 12th
October has been cancelled and postponed at the
last minute. 12th-19th October was Local Democracy
Week across the whole country and is geared toward
events for young people. According to a committee
report published in early July, plans were in place for
a roadshow to visit schools and colleges, a series of
quizzes, a youth conference, an evening "speed
dating" with local councillors and a competition in
which the winner would shadow the Mayor for a day.

The important event was driven forward by a
Motion to council earlier in the year from the
Liberal Demaocrat group of councillors.

CliIr Lees told FOCUS "when the plans for Local
Democracy Week were approved, we were delighted,
but was the Council ever serious about delivering
them? Activities to support Local Democracy Week
have been rather low-key in recent years despite the
fact that young people are supposed to be one of the
Council's key priorities."  The Borough Council
hopes to reschedule the event sometime after
Christmas but cannot as yet be specific about the
activities or give a date.

THE YEAR OF
v 1 HE BIKE ?

2010 could be designated “The Year of
the Bike” if Epsom’s Lib Dem councillors
have their way. They have asked the
council to sponsor the scheme and want
more cycle racks, more cycleways, a
“green” travel voucher scheme and
incentives for people to use bicycles as a
means of transport.

LIB DEMS ORGANISE
PUBLIC MEETING :
Tesco’s plans for
Upper High Street

A public meeting has been arranged
so that residents can express their
views on the proposals. Meet at the
Phoenix Club in Depot Road at
7.30pm on Tuesday 17th November.

PARKING IS ON THE AGENDA

Responding to pressure from Clir Anna Jones,
the borough council has at last set up a Parking
Strategy Group to arrive at a strategy and action
plan to deal with the parking problems in the
borough, but particularly in and around Epsom.
Clir Julie Morris, leader of the Lib Dem group of
councillors, is one of three borough councillors
on the group who will shortly meet with three
county councillors (Lib Dem county councillor
being one of them) and begin a series of
meetings and consultations. There will be no
“quick fix” to our parking problems but things are
moving in the right direction.




NATIONAL, COUNTY AND BOROUGH-WIDE NEWS ...

Lib Dems call for review of highways contract

Surrey County Council’'s Local Committee has received a report that an
overspend of £75,000 was incurred on a range of highways projects
undertaken in the borough within the last financial year. Funds
available for the current year have been reduced accordingly. When
Lib Dems questioned Committee, it was revealed that the 21% excess
of costs-over-budget arose because prices quoted for projects are
based on estimated costs. The contract agreed by Conservative-led
SCC does not require the contractor to be held to this estimate and allows the contractor to
charge whatever the work actually costs.

“NO” to Free Swimming

Residents’ Party councillors voted unanimously to once again veto acceptance

of the government’s Free Swimming scheme for the under 16’s and over 60's.

Rainbow Centre operators and a council report confirmed that the cost to the

borough council would be less than originally feared, but the RA opposed

o~ o spending any money on the scheme. Lib Dem councillors felt that costs of the
scheme could be offset by cuts in the mayoral and civic budgets.

PLAN E CONSULTATION GETS CONSENSUS ON ROAD SCHEME

A long-term remedy to the traffic problems of Epsom was discussed at a recent meeting of 22 of the
borough’s 38 councillors. Widening Ashley Avenue so that it can take two-way traffic, widening the
Spread Eagle junction and returning South Street to two-way traffic, received broad support. (Ashley
Avenue was originally builts so that it could one day be widened). The meeting agreed that there was
no definitive solution to traffic problems, but that such a scheme would allow further pedestrianisation
of High Street west (the clock tower end). Altering traffic movement in this way would mean the
market place could be extended but still let public transport High Street west and possibly even cars
as well after, say, 8pm. A short-term measure of just returning South Street to two-way traffic also
received support but councillors have yet to be persuaded that congestion would not increase as
result of this change on its own. Residents who have lived in the borough for many years may
remember that the Ashley Avenue/Spread Eagle/South Street scheme in combination, has been Lib
Dem policy for some considerable time. Such a scheme is likely to cost many millions and funding will
be a major challenge.

The mental health facility currently based in

. . Langley Wing is to close—it’s run by Surrey

NHS paid £1.5m on staff private health- ' I Boarders Partnership NHS Trust which leases
J

care, says ClIr Jonathan Lees the building from Epsom & St Helier Trust, but
The NHS has spent £1.5m on private is a completely separate organisation.

health treatment for staff over the last
three years, research by the Liberal Epsom & St Helier Trust is holding a public meeting on
Democrats has revealed. The figures, Wed. 11th November at 7.30pm at the Town Hall about _the
released in answer to Freedom of future of Epsom General Hospital.

Information requests, shows that over Lib Dem councillors wil be in attendance.

3,000 staff have received private treatment

since 2006. The figures reveal that : In 2006/07, 708 staff received private treatment at a cost of
£279,335, in 2007/08, 988 staff received private treatment at a cost of £470,859, in 2008/09, 1,641
staff received private treatment at a cost of £828,413.

AIR QUALITY EMERGENCY!

A new air quality report covering NO2 (nitrogen dio xide) levels in Ewell village

has been published. It shows no improvement on the unacceptably high levels

which have been evident for some years. Lib Dem co  uncillors highlighted the
problem in the local press, after no action from th e ruling Residents’ Party : the report was found on a
shelf, amongst numerous others, in the Town Hall. NO2 levels in Epsom High Street are also high.
Climate change issues are upon us all and the counc il is being pressed to respond accordingly.



WARD NEWS ...

FOCUS reported in issue no. 82 that councillors were trying to find a way of
financing the soil testing necessary for the old playground in Alexandra
Recreation Ground, so that it could (hopefully) be proven that the deep
layer of darkish matter which is present in the soil, is harmless. If this is the
case, then the playground can be unlocked. We are pleased to report that
they have been successful and that soil testing should take place within six
months. We will report back on the results of testing.  Still on Alexandra Rec some residents living
nearby are unhappy about the size and location of the new sign. Clirs Julie Morris and Christine Key
are hoping to get it relocated behind the public seat (and were not consulted about the move!)

Alexandra Allotments Group  has been formed and along with Julie (also a plotholder) represents
the site on the council’'s Allotments Forum. Visit their website on www.alexallotment.co.uk or contact
irisrooney@hotmail.co.uk. There are now 70 people waiting a plot on the Alex site.

Your councillors have once again contacted the council’s Planning Enforcement
Officer about the state of the Derby Arms site at the top of Downs Road.
There is a long history relating to the commercial use of the site and the way the
site was supposed to be screened which has still not been properly done.

More yellow lines are planned by the County Council, as we embark upon
“Phase V” of their yellow-lining programme. Apart from some notable
exceptions, your councillors want more focus on a residents’ parking scheme for
the roads which want it, rather than more yellow lines which just penalise
residents as well as commuters. In Phase V are Mill Road junction, St Johns
Avenue, Wallace Fields, Downs Hill Road and others. There's a long way to
go on this before anything will actually happen (probably years!) and full
consultation will be done. Contact Anna for more information.

There’s no further news on (housing) development of the Mill Road railway
cutting except that we are aware an ecology/badger survey has been started.
Contact Sarah Parry on 01372 811031 or sapamill@hotmail.com for the details
of what Millbridge Wildlife is doing to save the land.

Local residents turned up to hear the council Rangers’ talk at the Elizabeth Welchman Garden on
12th September, : it was well received and very informative. Did you know, for example, that the
Rangers deal with graffiti, flytipping, litter in parks, anti-social behaviour, dead animals, and all kinds
of other things? Thanks to Rangers Joanne and Sandra and to Christine for organising the event. As
yet, there is no sign of the bird board and seats we have been promised for the Welchman.

Rosebery Housing Association have confirmed to Christine that demolition and rebuilding at
Berridale in College Road  will not

start before 2011. The house will
remain as temporary housing
accommodation until that time.

Julie has asked that the council consider free park ing in car
parks on the four Sundays before Christmas. It wil | be debated
at the Environment Committee meeting on 21st Octobe .

Epsom & Ewell Lib Dems contributed to

Epsom Riding for the Disabled’s

“World’s Biggest Riding Lesson” fundraising
event in September. Anyone could ride a pony
for 20 minutes for a minimum and sponsored
contribution of £20. Julie rode “Marigold” and
presented a cheque on behalf of Epsom & Ewell
Liberal Democrats to Jo Bennett of Epsom RDA.




MORE WARD NEWS ...

A big thank you to all residents living

near the the Downs Road traffic
scheme who completed the recent
survey.

81% of respondents thought that the Downs and Treadwell Road
scheme is a waste of money. The County Council has spent
£155000 on a scheme which residents think hasn't offered value for
money.
79% of local residents didn't think the scheme had been effective
65% wanted the mini-roundabout at the Downs/Treadwell Road
junction reinstated
Anna has witnessed several crashes and near misses and was contacted
by a local resident when this crash (pictured) happened. "This junction
is now viewed as an accident black-spot. | have ra ised these issues
with the highways department and look for a resolut ion. Julie and |

told the County Council that unless the cushions we re big enough,

cars would not slow down. Similar cushions on Burg h Heath Road haven't been a success. The mini-
roundabout at Treadwell/Downs Roads was the only th ing stopping some vehicles from speeding.

The RA County Councillor didn't support us and gave his go-ahead to this now discredited scheme™

Commissions
undertaken

October 2008 and after a great deal of

{ } Christine reports that the street light
J outside 48 Albert Road was removed in
M chasing up on her part, the light has been

replaced, opposite no. 54, although it's still

" ) tel. 07889289189
ﬂ@ waiting to be switched on! If you have a michaelhume@aol.com
;éufﬁ street light problem, contact Christine. www.humenaturephotography.co.uk

JACK MORRIS Tennis
Qualified Club Coach

| can deliver Focus in my road
I’d like to help at election time
I’d like to become a member
I’d like my councillor to visit

Individual coaching
Children’s parties and more

Tel. 075544 26661

Please return to the Freepost address.

Advertise your business in this community
newsletter for £20. Contact Julie.

SEND US YOUR IDEAS AND GRUMBLES
Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats (College), FREEPOST
POBoOXx KT3525, EpSOm KT19 9BR)J.0 stamp needed but it saves us money if you use on

CONTACT YOUR FOCUS TEAM :

Anna Jones, 26 Beech Road 01372 210134 ajones@epsom-ewell.gov.uk/Twitter : annajoneslibdem
Christine Key, 36J Albert Road 01372 725823 ckey@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Julie Morris, 7 Bridge Road 01372 744297 jmorris @epsom-ewell.gov.uk

County council issues : Cty ClIr Colin Taylor 01372 721336 colin.taylor@surreycc.gov.uk

County council spokesperson : Diana Coman 07970 525143 diana.coman@comancommunications.biz
Parliamentary issues : Jonathan Lees 0208 394 1709 jlees@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Printed by EELD, 30 Pound Lane, Epsom.
Published and promoted by and on behalf of Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats, 71 Mortimer Crescent, KT4 7QN



